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Festival of steam, oxen and history to thrill

For many years the Stars of
Sandstone Steam and Heritage
Festival has been a drawcard
for steam and heritage trans-
port enthusiasts from across
the planet.

Several years ago, South
Africans started discovering the
mesmerising festival in their
own back yard.

This discovery of a hidden
gem resulted in a celebration of
choice for people of all ages en-
thralled by the magic of steam,
heritage transportation and au-
thentic farming of epic propor-
tions.

On arrival at Stars of Sand-
stone, which will take place
from April 4 to 14 next year,
visitors will not only experi-
ence and participate in scenic
steam train rides on the 30km
narrow-gauge rail track on the
farming estate, but also share in
the wonder of vintage agricul-
tural equipment restored and
utilised on the Heritage Collec-
tion estate.

Then, there is the always
spectacular military cavalcade

Nowhere in the world
would one witness 36 Afri-
kaner trek oxen working in
unison — and enjoying their job.

The team master and his
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crew take enormous delight in
training and working with the
oxen, resulting in a sight so rare
and wonderful, respect for
farmers of yesteryear working
with oxen to toil the land in
this authentic tradition comes
tomind.

A further attraction to Stars
of Sandstone is the vintage air-
craft.

As per the scenic steam train
journeys at the festival, visitors
are also able to indulge in a
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Harvard flight, or more, offer-
ing spectacular panoramic vis-
tas of this sublime region.

Located in the scenic East-
ern Free-State, bordering the
towering Maluti mountains of
Lesotho, which form part of the
magnificent Drakensberg
Mountain Range, it would not
be an easy task finding a more
prolific setting.

This fertile landscape is
home to ever-expanding cattle
herds, and the harvesting of

PLANES AND TRAINS: Stars of air and steam at the Sandstone Steam and Heritage Festival. Right, an afternoon train climbing to Mooihoek

€0osSmos, soya, wheat, maize,
sunflowers and the like contin-
ues throughout the year.

A further indulgence for
some lucky guests wishing to
be pampered at Stars of Sand-
stone 2019 will be the charter
journey on the world-
renowned Blue Train. Board
the iconic Blue Train in Pretoria
on April 3, and experience the
festival from April 5 to 6.

The Blue Train will be sta-
tioned at Vailima at Sandstone
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next to the 0.5m narrow-gauge
line for easy access to the festi-
val, from where guests will be
transported by shuttle to the
hive of activities at the festival.
Train excursions for the
2019 Stars of Sandstone in-
clude:
® The Mountain Wanderer of-
fers scenic journeys at Sand-
stone. It traverses the full 30km
of track around the estate.
Utilising up to 14 passenger
coaches and two Garratt loco-

motives, which are former
South African Railways steam
locomotives, this train starts
and finally ends at Hoekfontein
Station. This station dates back
to the 1890s and the journey
takes between 90 minutes and
two hours.
® The Lesotho Meander is a
short trip of about 30 minutes
to Grootdraai, which is on a hill
above the Lesotho border with
South Africa.
@ The Stargazer is a evening
journey departing from Groot-
draai at 8pm on selected
evenings. Grootdraai is a short
distance from the Lesotho Bor-
der, which is the Caledon River
in the valley below. Passengers
disembark at this point and ob-
serve the dazzling night sky. An
astronomer provides an infor-
mative talk.
@ Seb’s Railway for children,
which offers 2,48 km of fun for
youngsters, steams along with
a O&K locomotive built in Ger-
many in 1930, which was refur-
bished after serving the Fazen-
da Tentativa Sugar Estate in
Caxito, Angola many years ago.
For more information on
the Stars of Sandstone 2019
Steam and Heritage Festival, go
to www.starsofsandstone.com



