bringing 150 wagons to add to the 130 that SCTP already has.
Identifying the 17 locomotives is a little difficult but it has been
suggested that they are:

CF1201-202 (ex CD 742 class)

1355/1362 (GE U15C ex ONATRA)

1431-1433 (GE U20C ex TFR 33 class)

1434-1436 (GE U20C ex TFR 33 class) not yet arrived

5 locos leased from AR&TS (possibly EMD-Clyde G26C
1902-1906) not yet arrived

2159/2172 (EMD-Clyde GL26C-2/GL26C purchased from
AR&TS)

In addition one shunter from the 189-200 FUF/HStP batch
may still be operating at Matadi.

At Matadi, the container handling deal with Bolloré (USD
200,000/month) was terminated on 25th June 2018 after the
arrival of 9 new mobile cranes.

However, SCTP is not in good shape with poor track in
places. 1432 is believed to have been written off after its
accident in 2014 and a further derailment in the vicinity of
Mbanza-Ngungu on 12th June 2018 caused CFl 201 and SCTP
1431 to overturn, both locos were badly damaged and may be
written off.

In the SCTP shipping divisions the situation is not much
better. On the Kasai River, it took weeks for pusher M/B
LUKAMBA to get to llebo due to strandings (the rivers are not
dredged anymore). It was then stranded there for weeks due to
a lack of funds to pay for oil/fuel/supplies. On Friday July 6 it
was supplied and loaded and with descending river water
levels it left llebo for Kinshasa at 10h55 the following day, only
to be stranded on sandbanks first at km 580 downriver and
again at km 542 downriver on Sunday, where it was still stuck
on the 17th July, with two of its three barges having drifted off.

Meanwhile, ITB/KOKOLO, the largest SCTP vessel which
started making the trip to Kinsangani last year, is under repair in
the N'dolo Naval Yard, while ITB/GUNGU has just come out of
repair.

MOZAMBIQUE

The Minas Moatize coal mining operation of Beacon Hill
Resources has struggled to get into production for various
technical and economic reasons. Their five Grindrod
RL30SCC-3 locomotives were seeing very little if any use but it
was something of a surprise when two appeared in May 2018 at
Komatipoort in South Africa on cross-border workings. It must
be assumed that their owner THELO Leasing is now leasing
them to CFM for use on the lines out of Maputo. The locos
observed were TRSML 001 and 005 but possibly all five are
now in Maputo.

Several of the big Vale GE locos used on Moatize coal traffic
have been armour plated due to increasingly violent activity in
some of the areas through which they run.

SOUTH AFRICA

Sandstone With the “Stars of Sandstone” event from 4-14 April
2019 taking shape, it seems like an appropriate time to recap on
the unique character of this private estate near Ficksburg in the
eastern Free State close to the Lesotho border. There really
isn't anywhere else that is quite like it - a large agricultural
estate with its own 26km private railway line with more than 50
restored and unrestored locomotives, of which 25 are fully
operational. The highly anticipated “star of the show” is former
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have a total of 17 locomotives by the end of 2018 with ARSS

SAR Class NG10 4-6-2 no. NG61. This classic locomotive is the
last survivor of the US built 2'0" gauge locomotives built for the
SAR Avontuur line and it last steamed in the 1960s. It is being
completely rebuilt in the Bloemfontein workshop and barring any
major setback should be ready in time.

In addition to the railway, traditional Afrikaner oxen are bred,
trained and earn their keep by pulling wagons and ploughing the
land. There are almost 300 items of agricultural equipment
dating back to the late 1800s. Included are steam traction
engines and many early vintage tractors, ranging from the huge
Emerson Brantingham Big 4-30, right down to the diminutive
Massey Harris Pony. There is a collection of nearly 500 farm
implements, a huge collection of old combine harvesters and
threshing machines and a fleet of vintage earth moving
machinery that is used to improve Sandstone’s infrastructure. A
new Stationary Engine Museum has recently been completed.
The 2019 event will feature steam train rides over the full 10
days of the event, footplate experiences, tours of Sandstone’s
workshop in Bloemfontein plus rides and displays involving all of
Sandstone’s other collections. There will also be special
photographic sessions.

Transnet Heritage Eight steam locos were added to the latest
TFR Auction Sale, these were 15CA 2040/41, 2825; 15F
2908/29, 3075/79 at Millsite (Krugersdorp) and 19A 679 at
Witbank. Ibubesi Trading won the tender and started cutting 15F
2908 almost straight away in July 2018. However, it seems
2040 was subsequently sold to Memysons (see below). There
was a very rigorous process over a 10 year period including
very wide national and international consultation that led to
THF, the SA Heritage Agency, FEDRAIL, HRASA and
enthusiast groups agreeing to this sale and scrapping process
which was intended to raise funds for THF to continue its
ongoing development and conservation of the collections at
Bloemfontein and George. Despite this, certain individuals,
including at least one overseas, for reasons unknown, have
instigated a Facebook campaign to stop the process, claiming
that the locomotives are “historic”. This wholly irresponsible
action has caused SAHRA to call on TFR to halt the scrapping
which could well jeopardise the progress to date, in particular
the movement of GM 2292 from Millsite to Bloemfontein which
is now on hold. Given that the current THF staff responsible for
the museum has only a limited time before retirement there is a
now a risk that the programme to save and conserve the A List
of locos could fail if the scrapping process cannot be restarted
quickly. Those that have been tirelessly working to ensure the
long term conservation of SA's locomotive heritage have been
hugely disheartened by these actions that could well bring the
enthusiast movement into disrepute with SAHRA and THF, it is
very sad.

Another group known as MEMYSONS International Steam
Preservation has also purchased locos directly from THF, these
are 15CA 2803/20, 15F 2902, 3001/98, 3103, 3689 and four
tenders. They are also understood to have acquired 15CA 2040
(see above). The group was previously unknown and while it
appears to be a preservation attempt, so far their plans for the
locos or their funding source for long term conservation are
unknown.

CERES The CERES operation continues to develop and have
run steam recently from Cape Town to Robertson on 3 June
(using 19D’s 3321 + 3322) and from Cape Town to Bredasdorp
over Sir Lowrys Pass on 22 June (19D 3321 solely). The long
anticipated overhaul of the class 26 “Red Devil” No. 3450 was
completed in early July 2018 and after being successfully tested
in the confines of the yard at Worcester was allowed to run light
engine to Cape Town on 3rd July. On 14th July 3450 hauled its




