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  Military Matters  |  Classic Cars  | Aviation  |  Modern Farming  |  Flora & Fauna  |  Visitors  |  Media Links

With the onward march of civilisation and technology, many It occurred to us that the hustle and bustle of steam engines 
of the most iconic experiences of the past are lost. However, arriving to load passengers and then puffing their way out of an 
from literature and photographs, we are able to at least old railway station precinct to disappear into the African 
imagine the moment or the scene. savannah is something that still happens normally at Sandstone 

in the Eastern Free State some 60 years later.The exceptional novel The Flame Trees of Thika by Elspeth 
Huxley (first printed in 1959) captures a scene from Kenya Events such as Stars of Sandstone 2019 are special because they 
which we quote: recreate the hustle and bustle, and so the sights and sounds - and 

indeed the entire experience - is amplified.“I took it without finding anything to say, but I knew in my 
own heart that it was not for me. He smiled at us, waved a Teams of oxen, classic cars, old earth moving machinery and a 
hand, and vanished into the throng and bustle of the train, huge variety of agricultural equipment, stationary engines, 
which was now preparing for departure. The men began to steam rollers, road locomotives and traction engines are rare, 
sing the jingle that was then so popular – 'Marching to charismatic and are very seldom ever seen working together.
Tabora'; and the shouts and cheers, the whistles, the hissing So wherever you live in the world, and if you feel the need to turn 
and chugging of the engine, filled the station as a kettle fills back the clock, Stars 2019 is where you need to be.
with steam.”



• N EWS F LA S H •
 S TARS 201 9 on G e rman TV

BO O K IN G S F O R TH E 
EV EN T A N D 

TH E BLU E TRA IN 
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Stars of Sandstone will feature on the German 
television station SWR on Wednesday, 16 
May at 17h30.

SWR is the second largest broadcasting 
operation in Germany covering the south-
west of the country, an area of some 55600 
km² with a potential audience of 14.7 million. 

Producer, Wolfgang Schumacher, visited 
Sandstone in 2015.

For our European readers, full details of the 
broadcast can be found on the SWR website 
via the following link:

https://bit.ly/2jF2svZ

Registrations for Stars 2019 are coming in 
steadily.  Be sure to reserve your place and 
your local accommodation in good time via 
our

Diarise the dates:  4 to 14 April 2019 

VIP guests on The Blue Train can expect to 
arrive at Vailima Station where they will be 
met by just the exact opposite – a rural train 
with no air conditioning, hauled  by a 100-
year old engine, ready to make the transition 
from city life to the wide open spaces of the 
Eastern Free State.

This exciting and unique once in a lifetime 
experience is being booked out very quickly.

You are advised to reserve your suite for the 
April 2019 excursion as soon as possible.

 website. 

Book now for this exclusive, limited offer 3-night excursion 
aboard the luxurious Blue Train, travelling to South Africa's 

renowned Heritage festival at Sandstone Estates — 3 nights and 4 
days, including 2 days at the event

3 to 6 April 2019

Enquiries, fares and booking please contact Dave Richardson:
Email: daver@sandstone.co.za  |  Mobile: +27(0)82 447 9167 

Watch 2017 event video here         Link to Bookings: South Africans/Other        Enquire about The Blue Train Trip

Preserving the Best from the Past, for the Future

www.starsofsandstone.com
https://youtu.be/tKo5bhVlH7w
http://www.starsofsandstone.com/
mailto: daver@sandstone.co.za
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S A N D S TO N E’S
BLO EM F O N TEIN 

WO RK S H O P

Following on from our last Newsletter, work 
at Sandstone's Bloemfontein Workshop has 
become even busier, as Sandstone has been 
awarded the tender by Transnet for Phase 1 of 
the cosmetic restoration of two steam 
locomotives for the Transnet Museum Project 
in Bloemfontein. The two locomotives are 
NZASM “B” 0-6-4T No 230 Jan Wintervogel, 
built by Maschinen Fabrik Esslingen A.G. in 
Germany in 1898, and SAR Class 4AR No 
1555 built in Glasgow by North British in 
1913.

No 230 is one of a class of 195 built between 
1882 and 1898 which were the mainstay of 
motive power of the Nederlandsche Zuid 
Af r ikaanse  Spoorwegmaa t schapp i j  
(NZASM). Many were damaged during the 
Boer War and only 55 survived to be taken 
into SAR stock. No 230 is one of four 
survivors.

No 1555 is a derivative of the original Cape 
Government Railways Class 4 of 1911 and 
classified 4A. During the 1930s they were 
reboi lered  to  become Class  4AR.  
Interestingly,  the Class 4A was the prototype 
for the Rhodesian Railways 10th class, a 
much loved locomotive north of our borders.

Phase 1 of the work entails stripping the 
locomotive of its components for a thorough 
cleaning and storage of the items for Phase 2 
still to be tendered for, this being reassembly 
to museum condition. 

No 230 has been totally stripped down to its 
frame and boiler, with the cab, side tanks and 
coal bunker removed. These have been 
cleaned to the bare metal to remove all rust 
and grime then painted with red oxide. No 230 
is well on its way to completion with a number 
of small parts going through the final cleaning 
process.

Once this engine is completed, work will then 
begin on No 1555, a much larger and more 
intensive project it was withdrawn for 
preservation in the early ‘80s. However, new 
tender bearings have already been fitted to 
1555 to enable it to be moved on site. 

No 230 on the other hand, had a new lease of 
life in the ‘90s when it was refurbished at 
Bloemfontein and used at Waterval Boven for 
tourist trains to Waterval Onder. Sandstone's 
Lukas Nel, then with Transnet, oversaw that 
project.

These images suplied by Lukas Nel:

From the top, No 230 prior to being dismantled

- The side tanks being cleaned

- After a new coat of red oxide paint

Class 4AR No 1555 awaits its turn for a facelift

3 f t6 CA P E G A U G E RA I LWAY N EWS F RO M BLO EM F O N TEIN



LO CO CA BS ID E P LATES 

P RO G RES S REP O RT
BA LD WIN LO CO M O TI V E

 N G 1 0
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It would seem that there is quite a substantial 
retail trade in number plates from old 
machinery, particularly Railway locomotives 
and wagons.  In most cases, one can assume 
that these were removed illegally because as 
an organisation that has collected many 
thousands of Heritage items over the years, we 
find that inevitably their number plates are 
missing.  

We would be delighted to hear from any of our 
readers who own number plates or come 
across number plates that they do not need.  It 
is surprising how many of our locomotives 
have been reunited with the correct plates over 
time.  It is impractical for Sandstone to pay a 
huge amount of money for a nameplate as 
there is always the risk that it could get stolen 
again.  Our solution is to have them made, 
which his more cost-effective.  Nonetheless, 
we do invite comment on the subject.

NG10  No 61 — on to the finish!

Since our last report in Newsletter number 2 in 
January, the boiler is now mounted and 
positioned correctly in the frames. Work 
proceeded with fitting the lagging and 
cladding to the boiler, together with the boiler 
rings. Our pictures show the final bolt hole 
being drilled for the boiler mounting in the 
smoke box saddle, the boiler with the boiler 
rings and the first lagging in place. Later the 
new cab frame was placed in position as the 
picture shows.

With the boiler cladding completed, the 
fabrication of the cab floor and running plates 
is underway. 

Production of No 61's number plates has also 
been set in motion, together with the Baldwin 
works plates and the unique smokebox 
number plate originally fitted to this class in 
true American fashion. 

Our thanks go to Leith Paxton who provided 
the drawings for the works plates and 
smokebox plate.

The work schedule to complete the loco is as 
follows:

Locomotive:

•  Fit main steam pipes and blast pipe.

•  Set valve timing

•  Fit all boiler mounts and cab fittings. 

Tender:

Complete fabrication of new tender frame and 
fit new tank which is already completed.
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2 f t N A RRO W G A U G E RA ILWAY N EWS

The Estcourt-Weenen Line

A recently published booklet by the Railway 
History Society, an interest group of the RSSA 
Natal Branch and written by Bruno Martin, 
has revealed that four locos of the Sandstone 
collection worked on this branch. They are 
NG4 No 16, NGG11 No 52, NGG13 No 58 (at 
present unrestored) and NGG16 No 113.

The first 2ft Narrow Gauge line in Natal was 
the 46.3 km line opened in April 1907, and 
closed on 1 September 1983. The final train 
ran on 31 August, hauled by NGG13 No 77, 
now at the Exmoor Steam Railway in the UK. 
As the line was built to carry farm produce, it 
was affectionately known as The Cabbage 
Express.

At Stars of Sandstone 2019 we shall 
commemorate the line with a special 
headboard, The Cabbage Express to be carried 
at different times by our three operational 
locos that worked on the line.

The presence of NG4 No 16 on the line is taken 
from the recollections of driver Billy Bester, 
who recalled cleaning the firebox of this loco 
as a schoolboy at Weenen. No 16 was retired in 
1953 and sold to Rustenburg Platinum Mines.

NGG11 No 52 operated the line together with 
No’s 54 and 55, although their entry into 
service is unknown. No 52 was withdrawn in 
1962 and sold to Rustenburg Platinum.

Sometime later No 55 returned to be plinthed 
at Weenen for many years and was 
subsequently restored by Sandstone for 
Paton's Country Railway. 

NGG16 No 113 was one of a quartet of this 
class that also worked the line, together with 
87 (now at the Welsh Highland Railway), 131 
(now with the Apple Express) and 139, which 
languishes at Paddock in a derelict state. The 
final operational locos on the line appear to be 
NGG13 No’s 77 and 78. Both locomotives 
were left at Estcourt as part of the “strategic 
reserve”, but 77 was later transferred to the 
Mid Illovo system, and No 58, which had 
worked on the line, was exchanged for it and 
dumped at Estcourt;  a strange move for a line 
that was already closed! No 58 is now also in 
the Sandstone collection. 

The two oldest locos that worked the branch 
have spent some time together over the years, 
with the NG4 and NGG11 operating at Port 
Shepstone, Estcourt-Weenen, Rustenburg 
Platinum Mines and now Sandstone; NGG16 
number 113 only made her acquaintance at 
Sandstone.

Our thanks to the Railway History Group and 
RSSA Natal for publishing the fascinating 
book on the line and the in depth information 
on the locomotives.

TH E CA BBA G E EX P RES S

NG4 No 16 at work at Sandstone. Picture by Michael Whitehouse

NGG11 No 52 at Sandstone. Picture by Hannes Paling

NGG16 No 113 resplendent with its brass dome cover. Picture by Carl Gootzen

NGG13 No58 stands at Estcourt in April 1986. Picture by Dave Richardson
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H I P P O RES TO RATIO N 

F ERRET RES TO RATI O N 

LES T WE F O RG ET 

It is well known that South Africa is a world 
leader in the field of land-mine-protected 
vehicles. In the early stages of the bush war on 
the northern borders of South Africa and 
South West Africa (now Namibia), the South 
African Police (SAP) were totally involved.

The responsibility was gradually transferred 
to the Army in the 1970s. SAP had been using 
the Hyena, based on the Ford F250 4WD 
chassis, carrying a driver and four passengers 
in a mine-protected vee-based body. They 
needed a vehicle capable of carrying more 
personnel and because they already had 
Bedfords in their fleet, asked the CSIR to 
make a mine-proof vehicle using Bedford 
components. The first 150 Hippos, built to 
carry a crew of two and ten Police personnel, 
were ordered in 1974. In total, 677 Hippos 
were built, the balance going to the Army. 

The vee-based body was mounted on top of 
the conventional truck chassis making it top-
heavy and unstable at the rated top speed of 83 
kph and limited its off-road performance. One 
prototype was built with a monocoque body, 
which was not accepted by the Army, but its 
design led to the highly successful Casspir 
based on Mercedes-Benz components. In the 
Army, the Buffel took over as the main troop-
carrying mine-protected vehicle. 

As a result of our excellent cooperative joint 
venture with the Armour Museum, a Hippo 
has been provided which is now undergoing 
restoration and will be operational to coincide 
with Stars 2019.

Information from Surviving the Ride by Steve 
Camp and Helmud-Romer Heitman.

On Tuesday, 14 May 2018, we mark the 
Centenary of the Two Minute Silence, the 
global show of respect that honours those 
who've died in war. 

The initiative has its origins in Cape Town. 
The public is invited to celebrate this 
remarkable event with a gathering at the Noon 
Day Gun on Signal Hill (Cape Town) from 
11:15 onwards. 

If you will be attending, please RSVP to 

More can be read on theis truly South African 
innovation here 

john.williams@westerncape.gov.za

https://bit.ly/2HVEM5j

Progress by Andy Selfe can be seen on https://sandstoneferrets.blogspot.co.za/

The featured image taken in 1918 is a rare and unique one, it shows South African 
civilians stopping what they are doing in the middle of Cape Town and standing to 
attention for two minutes silence, signalled when the noon day gun was fired.  Not 
common today in Cape Town but a daily occurrence during war years.

S O U TH A F RI CA N M ILITA RY V EH I CLE P RES ERVATIO N

mailto: john.williams@westerncape.gov.za
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 by Tom Kirkland

On our return from the 2006 Classic Motoring 
Tour, many of us were invited to attend the 
2007 Stars of Sandstone show.  Those of us 
who wished to, were each allocated a vehicle 
to clean and prepare for use during the show. I 
was allocated a 1922 Model T Ford, which, by 
the end of the day, I was able to drive.

I was able to go down regularly each year as a 
volunteer to prepare vehicles and drive them 
with the trains, for the photographers and 
public to view.

The 1933 Morris 10

From my first visit, this Morris 10 always 
fascinated me. It was kept clean and tidy in the 
sheds, but never had any other attention to get 
it on the road. Many times I mentioned that it 
would be a wonderful vehicle for a complete 
restoration project.  

At last, I have received the Morris 10 at my 
workshop! 

It appears that this Morris, and a 1935 Ford V8 
bakkie (utility vehicle) was used on a farm in 
Northern Natal. These two vehicles 
eventually found their way to Sandstone. 

We understand that this Morris was used on 
Sundays to get to Church, and occasionally to 
visit Granny and had not been used for over 45 
years.  

My work commenced with dismantling and 
removing the engine, clutch, gearbox and diff. 
Then the suspension and the front axle came 
out. After taking the front stub axle to an 
Engineering friend, he handed it back, saying, 
“ just repack it with grease and put it back.” 
This made me realise that the mileage on the 
odometer of 25,437 miles, must be all it has 
done in its 84 years.  It has been necessary to 
make a complete new wiring harness though.

As for the motor, we found it necessary to 
hone the cylinders and replace new standard 
pistons and rings. The crankshaft was re-
metalled and brought back to standard, with 
new bearings, valves and guides fitted.  One 
of my concerns was that it had the old 
fashioned cork clutch plate, which ran in oil. 
This was also found to show very little wear 
and is being used again. New seals in the 
gearbox and diff were necessary.   

I have also had the radiator, fuel tank and 
brake parts refurbished. The lever action 
shocks also needed expert work and this has 
proved very successful.

The Morris 10 had a sliding roof, which was 
badly damaged and had parts missing. As only 
a few vehicles came out with this, I found it 
better to make a complete new solid roof 
structure which is leak proof.  It now remains 
to re-assemble all these parts when they are 
returned. 

The 1951 Ford F100 in 2006 as part of a Classic Motoring Tour of 36 cars 
which travelled from Johannesburg to Kenya, reaching the Equator in 18 days..

The 1933 Morris 10 in the good company of two Model T Fords

If anyone can assist, these few items Tom Kirkland still needs to find: 

1. Suitable tyres

2. One trafficator unit as is found on many British cars. Usually
mounted in the door frame, with the extended orange arm.

3. Five hubcaps

4. One fuel tank sensor unit, to indicate fuel level on the dashboard.

Please be in touch with Tom by email at if you can 
help - he is based in Kempton Park.

CLA S S IC V EH I CLES AT S A N D S TO N E

kirk1@lantic.net
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 LA N D RO V ER I S 7 0

 BA CK TO BA S I CS

Seventy years of Land Rover in 2018. Join 
us for the 71st Birthday Party in 2019!

2018 is the 70th Anniversary of the Land 
Rover, and although our next Stars of 
Sandstone is in 2019 we would like to have a 
celebration for these outstanding vehicles. If 
you are a Land Rover owner, why not join us 
for a special 71st birthday event? Contact 
D a v e  R i c h a r d s o n  o n  E m a i l :

 or Mobile: 
+27(0)82 447 9167
daver@sandstone.co.za

  Sandstone Land Rovers - 1961 to 1972

In this issue’s Bean Harvest article, our Series 
One Land Rover was hugely active.  It has a 
very long history with Sandstone Estates and 
pre-dates the formation of the company by 
nearly 40 years.  It was first acquired by one of 
the directors while he was at school.  This ex-
Wankie Colliery 1951 Series One was never 
restored, but constantly repaired and updated 
starting in 1963 when it was acquired.

Because of its versatility and also that it was 
such great fun, and due to its massive 
significance in the world of motoring, this 
vehicle has always been treasured.  Not 
treasured as an item of jewelry might be, but 
rather treasured in the sense it was put to work 
doing what it loved best.  Our gallerys tells the 
story over the years.

From 1970 onwards, the Series One spent its 
life on a farm between Johannesburg and 
Pretoria, before relocating to Sandstone 
Estates in the mid-1990s.

One day the family will celebrate the 
Centenary of this little Land Rover. 
What an interesting life it has led.

The 1951 Series One in Swaziland where it lived on a farm for many years, taken 
shortly after it was acquired. Deploying Forestry workers in Swaziland in the 1960s.

Cheeky little bugger! And t
trials on a Johannesburg mine dump.

aking part in the Series One Land Rover 

The dust seems to get everywhere; rescuing a maiden in distress. A big open landscape 
with only one hole ... so how did the maiden fall into it!  

In the days before motorways, it didn't matter if you couldn't see where you were going.

Snow in Midrand – Global Warming seems to have put paid to that.  
One gets the feeling that it was normal to try and go through mud just for the fun of it.

Sandstone Estates covers a large area for 
security purposes and often over difficult 
terrain. To assist in quick responses to any 
issues, two of our security team  have been 
equipped with mountain bikes for their 
patrols. As well as carrying out their duties 
they will also get very fit!

Joseph Lelefa and Ezekiel Nduma on their 
new mountain bikes.

Logo in use 1948 to 1968

http://daver@sandstone.co.za
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REA CH F O R TH E S K Y 

More excitement with the Fly Boys!

Stars of Sandstone Aviation Coordinator, 
Gavin Brown, is planning to have a good 
selection of aircraft at Stars 2019. The initial 
provisional list of aircraft that will be featured 
is as follows:

AT6 Harvards
(Harvard Club of South Africa)

DH82A Tiger Moths
(Classic Flying Collection and Jeff Earle)

Courtesy of the Classic Flying Collection:
AOP6 Auster, DHC1 Chipmunks and SV4 
Stampe

NA Stearman (Ivan van der Schaar) 

Aerospatiale Gazelle Helicopter 
(Eugene Couzyn)

The aircraft will fly above the farm in various 
formations from Sandstone's own airfield 
throughout each day of the event, offering 
photographers and enthusiasts ample 
opportunity to enjoy the sights and sounds of 
these magnificent machines. 

At the airfield, the aircraft can be viewed and 
photographed with the Pilots on hand to 
answer any questions. 

Note: it is also possible to fly in to the Stars 
2019 event, landing at Sandstone’s own 
grassed airstrip.

For further information contact Gavin Brown 
on E: C: 083 409 3405gavin@watex.co.za or 

A late afternoon formation of Tigers and Chipmunks

A formation of Tigers and the Auster AOP6

SPECIFICATION:
Manufactured:1953
Registration Number:ZS – ECW
Serial Number:5408
SAAF Serial Number:5408
SAAF Service:42 Squadron, Potchefstroom
Maximum Speed:124 MPH at 1,000 Ft
Cruise Speed:108 MPH
Service Ceiling:14 000 Feet
Power Plant:Gipsy Major Series 10 Mk 3 : 145 BHP

T h e  A u s t e r  A O P 6  w a s  
manufactured by Auster Aircraft 
Limited in the United Kingdom. 

It entered service in South Africa 
in 1952 and was operated by 42 
S q u a d r o n  b a s e d  i n
Potchefstroom, the home of the 
South African Artillery. 

The Austers were phased out in 
1962 when replaced by the 
Cessna C185.

Wingspan:36 Feet
Height:8 Feet 9 Inches
Length:23 Feet 9 Inches
Weight:1 413 Lbs
Max take-off Weight:2 160 Lbs

CLA S S IC AV I ATIO N N EWS

Feature: 
The Auster AOP6

mailto:gavin@watex.co.za
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Sandstone is currently looking for a university graduate with experience in 
practical Agriculture, but with a good grounding in the science and 
application of arable crop farming.  Arable farming is the mainstay of our 
income and we therefore need to be very focussed in that area.  We appreciate 
that Modern Farming, often called Precision Farming, is now mandatory and 
we need someone to implement and manage a programme which takes 
advantage of technology wherever possible. 

If you are interested in receiving a detailed job specification as to what is 
required for the job of Arable Farm Manager, please contact Mike 
Myers on E: mikem@sandstone.co.za or 

We have had 500mm of rain since the start of 
the year, which made for a very wet Autumn.  
We were delighted with this precipitation, 
because it filled the dams and dramatically 
improved the grazing. We have also been able 
to stock up on bales for the Winter. 

The wet weather complicated harvesting, 
which involved Soya Beans, Speckled Sugar 
Beans and Sunflowers which were all 
ripening at the same time.  The rain eventually 
stopped and the most glorious sunny, cool, 
Autumn weather prevailed, almost ideal for 
harvesting. 

The unprecedented amount of rainfall has 
meant that our farming activities essentially 
ground to a halt. We were not able to move 
ahead with the preparation of the Wheat lands 
for the Winter Wheat planting programme, but 
we very happy to see them so wet.

Our Sunflower crop suffered badly from 
Sclerotinia (a plant pathogenic fungus which 
thrives in wet conditions and can cause a 
disease called white mould) and therefore the 
yields will be miserly. 

  Harvesting beans the old fashioned way

However, the Soya Beans survived pretty well 
and we have started to harvest those. 

The real challenge was our 100 hectares of 
Speckled Sugar Beans.  We did not know how 
long the rains would continue, and the beans 
were determined to try and ripen regardless.  

We ended up in a situation where the lands 
were too wet to harvest using a combine which 
would likely sink in the soft earth, and the 
beans varied from being ready to harvest to 
still green. 

There was a solution, however, and that was 
the magical ladies of the Eastern Free State!  
More than 60 such women made themselves 
available to hand-harvest the beans — which 
is fine in theory, but what happens when you 
have got the beans still in the ground which 
would normally be left in rows for the 
combine harvester to take care of?  The 
answer is that you find a way to take them to 
the edge of the land ...  enter the Sandstone 
team of oxen and a vintage Crawler fleet. 

What the photographs reveal is an ability to 
expand our flexibility beyond what modern 
machinery can do. The first beans that were 
harvested were successfully separated from 
their pods at 35% moisture.  This meant that at 
Sandstone Estates at least we started 2-3 
weeks earlier than anyone else, and we were 
able to get our beans to market very quickly 
thanks to the flexibility of our manual 
harvesting team, vintage crawlers and oxen to 
extract beans from the difficult conditions in 
which the ladies were working.

HARVEST DAY! 1. It is 07h00 in the morning and the first trailer load of ladies 
arrive to start their day harvesting beans amongst the cosmos

2. This year we had more cosmos than in previous years due to the fact that 
it has been a Cosmos field the previous year. No one complained. 

3. Some of Sandstone's oxen fuelled by bean hay.
 

4. A timeless scene.  5. Our Massey Ferguson Crawler from the early 70s has 
no trouble hauling multiple trailers.

6. Some harvest and some load. 7. A supervisor does the rounds with the Sandstone 
1951 Series 1 Land Rover.

M O D ERN FA RM I N G
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8. On occasions it even had to do haulage duties.  9. Once the beans had been loaded on trailers and the trusty Crawlers had used their 
sure footprint in the muddy conditions to get them to the edge of the land, the modern tractors took over and took them to the main complex.  

There they were deposited in any building we could find to do the job such as our main Heritage store, Commodity store etc.
10. Here, Ntswaki Sephula and Mmatieho Mohala finished preparing a walkway for some overseas visitors to view our Heritage assets.

11. The combine harvester was moved to the yard when the rain stopped  and was fed by hand.  12. When it rained, which it 
did almost every second day, we put it indoors and started to harvest inside the Heritage shed with an admiring audience of 

over 100 vintage onlookers lining the walls.  13. In the meantime back in the fields the job of lifting and loading beans 
continued unabated but now an ancient International TD6 International Harvester Crawler has joined the fleet.

 

17. Once safely harvested the beans are dried, cleaned, graded and bagged in our modern facility.  18. Despite rain, public holidays 
and all other obstacles, our first 30t load of beans was delivered to a customer in Natal on time. 

19. The Speckled Sugar Bean: It makes fabulous soup and is amongst the most highly rated health foods that one can eat.

Old and new working together.  Who needs mechanisation for all functions?
We have a competent labour force and we should all look for ways of keeping them happily employed.

No machine could have harvested this crop successfully in these conditions without damaging the bean .s

14. Not to be outdone the Fordson Major which was brought in to speed things up. 15. As soon as the sun came out the 
combine harvester could carry on working in a stationary position, being hand fed by staff from the trailers from the lands. 
Our modern bean drying and processing plant is in the background. 16. Typically, the rain would go  away and although 

conditions were wet we made tentative moves to bring the combine into the lands on certain contours which were well drained. 
However, the selective feeding of the machine by hand remained a priority to make sure nothing was left behind.



   Our famous Cosmos

We like experimenting at Sandstone Estates.  
Our farm is well known for its multi-coloured 
Cosmos which we have been planting and 
harvesting for nearly 20 years.  The particular 
cultivar is cosmos bipinnatus. We have also 
obtained a new cultivar which is red, and 
which has been planted on an experimental 
basis. The results are outstanding, as you can 
see! 

A snake on the rails

The Puff Adder is the most common and 
widespread venomous snake in South Africa 
and it is not surprising that a number are 
resident at Sandstone. They can grow up to 1.4 
m in length.

This beautifully colour-coordinated Puff 
Adder decided to take a lazy day in the sun in 
the warmth of the 2ft narrow gauge railway 
line.  After being disturbed, it actually used 
the line for a fast unencumbered getaway for 
quite a distance, before disappearing into a 
wetland.    

We do our best to ensure that all our wildlife is 
looked after, and this involves educating the 
local population not to kill snakes for any 
reason.

From Bitis arietans is a venomous 
viper species found in savannah and 
grasslands from Morocco and western Arabia 
throughout Africa except for the Sahara and 
rain forest regions. 

Scientific name: Bitis arietans

Higher classification: Bitis

Wikipedia: 

   Our fine antelope aka bokkies

Sandstone Estates has always adopted a policy 
of providing wild game unlimited access to 
any part of the farm, and can report that our 
Blesbok and Springbok cause zero damage to 
our crops.  They enjoy the natural grasses 
which grow in the many vleis, wetlands and 
margins between our lands.  

Some farmers have the idea that wild game 
can damage the crops.  We realise that in 
drought circumstances this might happen, but 
at Sandstone Estates, we have never recorded 
any crop damage.

We have nearly 300 Springbok and about 60 
Blesbok running freely on the farm in a 
number of different herds.  They are 
threatened by illegal hunting, but are sensible 
enough to remain relatively close to our major 
facilities.  Visitors to Stars 2019 should see 
them frequently from their seats aboard the 
trains. 

Sandstone’s white Springbok continue to 
flourish, too, and we recently counted 9 white 
Springbok in total. 
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A family group of Blesbok, which is entirely self-reliant in every respect 
and bring us nothing but pleasure

 Three of the Sandstone White Springbok, and a conventionally-coloured Springbok 

Our new deep red Cosmos in the foreground in deep
contrast with the green of the oats

S A N D S TO N E’ S FA U N A A N D F LO RA

Did you know: The name 'puff adder' stems 
from the snake's habit of inflating itself and 
hissing when threatened.
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Raymond Hohls

Chris Wilson 

Louise Norton 

Leigh Sanders / Alina Halafu T: +27(0)51 933 2235

Dave Richardson  |  

Claire at Eschie Graffix

daver@sandstone.co.za

Please click on the logo to visit the
Stars of Sandstone website

Event Matters & Newsletter Editor:

Newsletter Production:

Curator, Narrow Gauge Railway:

Curator, Military Collection:

Curator, Agricultural Heritage:

International Enquiries:

South African Enquiries:

From all of us at Stars’19 — that’s all for now! 

@SandstoneHerit @SandstoneEstates
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Gert Jubileus at the Sandstone Railway 
Running Shed produces an outstanding 
technical bulletin every fortnight or so, 
covering the work that they do. Since our last 
newsletter, Gert has published the following 
Steam Report: 

9 April 2018: https://bit.ly/2IhPjad

 With regard to the Stars 2019 event, 
 the following links are pertinent:

Online Magazine Mzanzi Travel (p28): 
http://mzanzitravel.co.za/the-magazine/

On Tourism Update: 
https://bit.ly/2FW0Yqc 

On Traveller 24: https://bit.ly/2jG2dRo

On In Touch Rugby: 
https://bit.ly/2HWU0H1

Preserving the best of the Past for the Future

M ED IA LI N K S 

gertj@sandstone.co.za  |  T: +27(0)82 811 0254

raymondh@sandstone.co.za  |  T: +27(0)82 990 5640

chrisw@sandstone.co.za  |  T: +27(0)84 556 1117

tourism@sandstone.co.za  |  T: +44(0)1747 820499

leighs@sandstone.co.za  |  alinah@sandstone.co.za 

A railway enthusiast from the USA

Our Decauville was steamed up in April for  
overseas visitors, John & Valerie Nichols, 
who have been married for 45 years.

Valerie has patiently followed John around 
the world visiting narrow gauge railways.  
John wrote the following email to us when 
they were first planning their trip:

“When we first planned this upcoming trip to 
South Africa, the first thing that occurred to 
me was that I might finally have a chance to 
see the very famous Sandstone Estates and its 
fabulous collection of restored narrow gauge 
steam. This is a once in a life-time opportunity 
to visit. After some discussion, we have 
agreed that this is not something that should 
be missed.”

Comments in Visitors Book: “Fabulous! 
Wow! Well worth the trip from USA.”

Left: Valerie, John and their driver, Thokozani 
Mdluli alongside the Decauville “Bathala”

Mike Myers, Gert Jubileus, Dave Richardson and the team have been fastidious 
over the years in maintaining absolute compliance with the terms and conditions 
laid down by the Rail Safety Regulator.  This has resulted in Sandstone Estates 
receiving a Rail Safety Permit.

We had some issues at Stars 2017 regarding train operations which were less 
than satisfactory.  We have brought in a new management team from one of 
Britain's most esteemed 2ft Narrow Gauge Heritage Railways.  The team will be 
coordinating driver qualifications, train operating procedures and so on for the 
duration of this event.  

An event such as Stars 2019 makes such demands on drivers and firemen that 
there are literally insufficient people with the right qualifications in South Africa 
to enable us to operate all the trains that we plan to put in service. 

The assistance of skilled and experienced 
overseas train crews is critical for the 
successful  implementa t ion  of  a  
programme such as ours.

RA IL S A F ETY 

Sandstone’s 1915 Waterloo Boy is 
on loan to John Deere for the 
duration of NAMPO. Why not pop 
in and see their stand at the show? 
From 15 to 18 May 2018 at
Bothaville in the Free State

V IS I TO RS TO S A N D S TO N E
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