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Seb’s Railway

Planning an event like Stars of Sandstone has many parallels 

with a major military campaign – the Troops on the ground need 

to coordinate with the Aviation Wing.  The Railway needs to 

deliver.  There are reinforcements to consider, communications 

to establish and we need to plan an element of surprise!

We are at that phase of the development for Stars of Sandstone 

2019 where all the pieces are beginning to come together and 

it's looking more exciting than ever before.

On the steam train front, there will be new locos to put through 
their paces, even more vintage agricultural equipment, 
awesome aircraft to both watch and experience, classic vehicles 
of every description, and of course the cream of SA's military 
hardware being paraded with pride. Adding more than a touch 
of genuine SA history, wagons being pulled by a span of 30 or 
more Afrikaner oxen should raise eyebrows.

Then of course, there is The Blue Train which is coming to 
Stars of Sandstone 2019 to look forward to:

 and see page 4 hereof.

To register, go to 

https://bit.ly/2q4yTH5

http://starsofsandstone.com/



A CCO M M O D ATI O N
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A N IN TERES T IN
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Accommodation is always at a premium for 
our Stars events, and therefore visitors are 
advised to book their accommodation well in 
advance. We have no accommodation on site 
other than our campsite, which features 50 
stands, all with pre-paid electrical 
connections. Already we have over 30 
bookings spread over the 10 days of the event. 
So if you are a happy camper start thinking 
about your booking now.

Offsite there are over 270 Guest Houses and 
B&Bs in the area which can be accessed via 
the Safari Now website covering the Eastern 
Free State. You can access this on the link 
below.

Accommodation will be in high demand, so 
book now and make sure you don't miss out on 
Stars of Sandstone 2019.

https://bit.ly/2JgQyUZ

Registrations for Stars 2019 are coming in 
steadily.  Under the category Items of Interest 
ever more people are adding Agriculture.   We 
will therefore be arranging conducted tours of 
a number of different farms where various 
agricultural activities are concentrated.  

In April 2019 we should have mature soya 
beans, the possibility of actually harvesting 
speckled sugar beans and also sunflowers.  
Because we are getting to the end of the 
growing season, harvesting should be 
underway - weather permitting.

We will be building up our winter feed stocks 
and are likely to be baling hay and possibly 
soya bean residue. Of course, our wonderful 
breeding herd of Afrikaner cattle and our 
cross-bred Afrikaner Senepol Bonsmara beef 
herd will also be covered in the tour.

If you are registering for Stars 2019 or if you 
have already registered and you are interested 
in Agriculture, do let us know and we will add 
you to the list.  You will automatically receive 
a detailed breakdown of what these tours 
comprise well before the event.

On the left, you can see that our oxen work for 
a living hauling wagons, working the land and 
of course, showing off to visitors.

The morale in the arable and cattle divisions 
and on the farm is high after a somewhat tense 
start to the summer season, but now buoyed by 
the excellent rains in March (230 mm). 

Farming is the foundation of the enterprise.



International Stars of Sandstone 2019 News: page 3

A Bont Afrikaner calf showing the attractive colour characteristics

Livestock is a very important part of the 
business model at Sandstone Estates.  We 
have a substantial land area which lends itself 
to open range cattle farming.  Unfortunately 
cattle theft, which is rife not only in our area 
but in many parts of the country, inhibits our 
ability to use all our grazing as much as we 
would like and so we have to contain the cattle 
in fairly concentrated zones where they are 
heavily guarded.

Nonetheless, the herd is multiplying and 
flourishing as can be seen from the 
photograph.  This is one of many groups of 
cattle based at Sandstone. 

The conventional Afrikaners are consistently 
a red colour.  The Afrikaner Breeders moved 
in that direction in order to make them more 
compatible with acceptable breeds such as 
Red Angus, Bonsmara, Sussex etc, in order to 
make them more recognisable as a high 
quality Beef breed.

In fact, the well-known Bonsmara breed was 
evolved to be an all-purpose beef animal 
ideally suited to South African conditions.  
The Afrikaner genetics lies at the heart of the 
success of this particular breed. They were 
also bred to have no horns, so they were an 
ideal animal for beef production. Fortunately, 
some traditional breeders maintained the 
original Afrikaner genetics and big sturdy 
bulls with good confirmation with horns are 
still available.

We regularly purchase bulls from these 
breeders in order to provide the vigour 
required within our breeding herd.

Above all, we strive to retain the animals and 
the skills necessary to keep their draft animal 
characteristics alive.

LI V ES TO CK

Abundant autumn rains have placed us in a good position to increase 
our cattle numbers going forward. 

Bont Afrikaners

A Dad with one of his offspring



Book now for this exclusive 3-night excursion 

aboard the luxurious Blue Train, destined for 

South Africa’s premier Heritage Festival at Sandstone Estates

Experience the Best of both Worlds...Experience the Best of both Worlds...

With 5-Star African service and hospitality, the finest cuisine 
and an award-winning Wine List, this superb Train Trip and off-

train Heritage Excursion is sure to be a winner in every way.

 3 nights and 4 days, including 2 days at the event

3 to 6 April 2019

Enquiries, fares and booking please contact Dave Richardson:
Email: daver@sandstone.co.za  |  Mobile: +27(0)82 447 9167 

Travel on The Blue Train         to Stars of Sandstone 2019

An icon for over 70 years, the world-renowned Blue Train will depart Pretoria Station 
for a truly memorable journey, bound for an all-encompassing experience against the 
backdrop of the majestic Maluti Mountains in South Africa; an exclusive opportunity 

to enjoy the best of both worlds... 
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S A N D S TO N E’S
BLO EM F O N TEIN 

WO RK S H O P

A busy place in 2018!

It has become a tradition that Sandstone will 
launch at least one newly restored locomotive 
at a Stars event and for 2019 this will be NG10 
number 61. A full story on this loco can be 
seen in Newsletter 2 of 2019 (January). 
Requiring a virtually new boiler, this will be a 
major restoration.

An unexpected new visitor to the workshop is 
NGG16 No 113 which, after what was thought 
to be a minor failure at Stars of Sandstone 
2017, now requires a complete retube. To add 
to the pressure, NGG13 No 49 will also 
require a retube prior to the 2019 event.

Number 113's boiler was lifted from the 
engine units at Hoekfontein Depot and 
transported to Bloemfontein late in 2017. The 
boiler was descaled and thoroughly cleaned 
before a complete overhaul of the tube plates 
was undertaken.

The smokebox tube plate after remedial work.

This involved much grinding and welding so 
that they are perfectly clean and crack free. 
The next process was to fit the copper ferrules 
into the firebox tube plate before the tubes 
themselves are inserted.

The ferrules act as a support for the tubes at the 
firebox end and absorb miniscule high spots in 
the tube plate. Finally the tubes are first 
swaged to reduce their end diameter to fit the 
tube plates, inserted and belled over in the 
tube plate and then welded. This process is 
now complete and the boiler has been given its 
hydraulic test.

NGG16 No 113 passed its hydraulic test with 
the aid of a pump dating back to 1890. 
Originally steam driven, the pump saw 
service in Bloemfontein until the 1970s when 
the depot literally ran out of steam, and it was 
converted to air operation and, as our picture 
shows, is still giving sterling service.

It proves the old adage, “they don't make 'em 
like they used to”!

The boiler of No 113 will soon be returned to 
Hoekfontein to be swapped with the similar 
boiler of NGG13 No 49 for its retubing.

The new boiler for the NG10 in position in the refurbished frames of number 61

Above left, Swaging the tubes prior to 
fitment.

Above,The swaged tubes laid out for 
cooling by covering with dry clean sand.

Left, Fitting the copper ferrules to the 
tube plate.

Below left, The tube plate after 
completion of fitting the tubes ready for 
the hydraulic test.  
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2 f t N A RRO W G A U G E RA ILWAY N EWS

There is growing interest in private family 
charters at the Sandstone Heritage Trust.  The 
construction of Seb's Railway line last year 
has provided us with an opportunity to offer 
families a very special treat where they can 
have exclusive use of the railway all to 
themselves, they can specify the locomotive 
that they would like to have in steam on the 
day — and of course, they can bring up to 50 or 
more family members if they would like to.  

A very good example is that of Kim and Silvia 
Winter from the UK.  Kim had previously 
attended a Stars event and knew about Seb's 
Railway and decided he would like to 
celebrate his 65th birthday at Sandstone 
during the last week of March.  

From the outset Kim has been a staunch ally of 
ours.  We feel very honoured that he would 
come all the way from the UK to celebrate 
with us. 

If you would like a quote for a customised 
family get together, please contact Dave 
Richardson on E: daver@sandstone.co.za

S EB’S RA ILWAY

Standing next to the loco shed entrance is a 
type ZO-5 caboose, a 3'6" gauge  coach, one of 
40 built by The Union Carriage and Wagon 
Company in 1966 (numbered 14839 to 
14878). 

No 14856 was placed in service on 13 October 
1966 and the type was used mainly by middle 
management of the SAR, and could 
accommodate 8 people. The type ZO-5 was a 
modernized version of the 54 type ZO-1 
placed in service in 1959 and also had the 
characteristic recessed access doors at one end 
of the vehicle.

This all-steel version was surplus to 
requirements at Bethlehem locomotive depot 
and was purchased by Sandstone in 2009. 

Sandstone recently acquired a second 
example, No 14898 is of the smaller ZO-6 
type, being some 4ft shorter overall than the 
ZO-5, and can accommodate only 6 people. 
The coach was offered for disposal by 
Transnet in 2016 at Golele near the Swaziland 
border, and was in remarkably good 
mechanical condition, despite standing out of 
use for a number of years and having had the 
interior vandalised. After replacement of one 
brake pipe and repacking and oiling the 
bearings, 14898 was railed from Golele to 
Vailima Siding in April 2017. It was then lifted 
off rail onto road transport bogies and moved 
to the Sandstone complex and remounted on 
rail as a new companion for 10CR No 771.

TA LE O F TWO
CA BO O S ES

Above, 14856 at Bethlehem before removal to 
Sandstone.

Left, The caboose after lifting off rail as a TFR f
reight rumbles past at Vailima.

Below, 14898 in its new home with 10CR No 771.



S EB’S RA ILWAY LO CO M O TIV ES
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O&K 0-6-0WT 12140/1930 “Anna” 
ex Tentativa  Sugar Estates No. 5 (Angola)

BSA Railcar constructed at Sandstone 
from a South African 1913 BSA car body

Wickham Railcar 1962 
ex SAR Port Elizabeth

Funkey Diesel Locomotive,
an ex underground South African diesel

O&K 0-6-0WT 1112/1925 “Ermyntrude” 
exTentativa Sugar Estates No. 6 (Angola)

Kerr Stuart 0-4-0ST 4031/1919 “Little Bess” 
ex Sundays River Irrigation Board

Eastern Cape, South Africa

Decauville 0-4-0T 302/1899 “Bathala” 
ex Dombe Grande Sugar Estates (Angola)

Avonside 0-4-0T 1924/1936 
ex Sezela No. 3  

Sezela Sugar Estates KZN South Africa

James Brown 2-6-2 262/1948 “Miss Brakpan” 
converted 15” gauge locomotive ex 

Margate Miniature Railway KZN South Africa
Kerr Stuart 0-4-2PT 4063/1924 “Tamara” 

ex Illovo Sugar Estates No. 3 
KZN South Africa

Arnold Jung 0-4-2T 847/1905 “Josefina” 
from Bom Jesus Sugar Estates (Angola)

Avonside 0-4-0T 1624/1913 “Xanthe” 
from Huletts Sugar
KZN South Africa

O&K 0-4-0WT 4102/1910 
from West Rand Consolidated Mines 

Gauteng, South Africa 

O&K 0-4-0WT 2510/1907 
ex Huletts Sugar

KZN South Africa

O&K 0-4-0T 10311/1922 “Jessica” 
ex Tentativa Sugar Estates No. 4 (Angola)
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H A N O M A G A N D A LO N G
LIN E O F G A RRATTS 

TI M ES G O N E BY

The South African NGG13 and NGG16 series 
of Narrow Gauge locomotives are well known 
as the largest and most powerful steam 
locomotives on the 2ft gauge in the world. 
Although the concept is to the original Beyer 
Peacock Garratt design it is often forgotten 
that the first of the line, the NGG13, was 
designed by Hanomag in Germany in 
consultation with the SAR in 1927. Twelve 
examples were built and Sandstone has two of 
these: NG58, the first built, in unrestored 
condition, and the lowest numbered example, 
NG49 which is being retubed in time for Stars 
of Sandstone 2019.

Sadly, Hanomag were to build only one more 
Narrow Gauge locomotive for the SAR, the 
solitary class NGG14, NG 84, before being 
absorbed by Henschel in 1930. None of the 
subsequent thirty-four NGG16 locomotives 
were to come from the Henschel works. Much 
later, in the early 1950s, Henschel were 
heavily involved in one of the icons of South 
African steam locomotives, the Class 25 
Condensers.

The NGG14 Garratt was a development of the 
NGG12 built by Beyer Peacock with the sole 
example, NG84, entering service in 1931 on 
the Fort Beaufort-Seymour branch, joining its 
NGG12 cousins to replace the underpowered 
NG6 “Lawleys”. After service on the 
Upington-Kakamas branch and a spell in 
South West Africa (now Namibia), NG84 was 
transferred to Port Elizabeth, where she ended 
her working life in 1952.

The Henschel Museum in Kessel, Germany 
was recently in touch with us, as their Curator, 
Andreas Giller, will be visiting us later in 2018 
and has provided much material on both No 49 
plus an excellent picture of NG84 — perhaps 
one of the most attractive Garratts ever built. It 
is also interesting that NG84 would have 
displaced one, if not both, of our “Lawley” 
locomotives in her early working life at Fort 
Beaufort or Upington.

This wonderful photograph from Les Pivnic 
of Class 16E No 856, framed by the 
Bloemfontein Station name board, is from a 
time when Bloemfontein was the steam 
capital of South Africa, with more than 300 
locomotives received and despatched from 
the loco depot every 24 hours.

Numerous passenger trains departed 
frequently for destinations all over the 
country. Today, just two for Port Elizabeth and 
East London plus the return workings to 
Johannesburg, one to Kimberley and return 
twice weekly and the Durban to Cape Town 
service. Thank you Les for a great memory of 
times gone by!Class 16E number 856, “Kroonstad” at Bloemfontein Station. 

Picture courtesy of Les Pivnic

The Hanomag works portrait of NGG13 number 49 courtesy of Andreas Giller.

The works portrait of NGG14 number 84 courtesy of Andreas Giller.

Ever since I can remember

I've loved steam engines.

I must have been born with

a kind of virus – a virus that 

affects many other people

who are otherwise sane.

— Leopold de Rothschild 2005



 M ILI TA RY M ATTERS

International Stars of Sandstone 2019 News: page 9

D A I M LER F ERRET M k 1
RES TO RATIO N 

by Gavin Brown 

In the following weeks, after using an 
unbelievable amount of Q20, we started to 
strip the Ferret. 

The mudguards and rusted boxes were taken 
to Gavin's factory for repair. After adding 
plate and lots of welding and panel beating 
they were sent for sandblasting. The repaired 
boxes and mudguards were returned to the 
hangar for painting. Meanwhile, all the 
hatches and small boxes etc in the inside were 
stripped out, bead-blasted, painted and placed 
on the rack ready for use at some future time.

Finally, the 2 big items being the engine and 
gearbox needed to be removed. With much 
effort and choice language both were removed 
successfully. 

We also removed around 8 shovels full of 
muck from the engine bay. It was a sand and 
oil mixture accumulated during its 40-odd 
years of operation. The inside was then steam 
washed and cleaned thoroughly. Wire brushes 
were used to remove any of the loose paint and 
rust from the inside, followed by a primer coat 
of red oxide. The inside has now been painted 
white and the gearbox and drive shafts 
refitted. The hatches have been overhauled, 
fitted and are operating perfectly. 

The next major item is to sort out the electrics. 
Once this is done, we will complete the 
interior, refit the engine, and concentrate on 
the exterior of the Ferret.

Introducing the men behind our Military might at Stars of Sandstone.
Left to right: Lt Col Raymond Hohls, Andy Selfe and Gen André Retief OC 
Armour Formation SANDF standing in front of the WWII restored SA made 

Marmon Harrington Armoured car restored by Andy for Stars 2017



S H ERM A N CLIP S 
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 LA N D RO V ER I S 70

Mildred ... a very different Land Rover

These should not be missed!  You will enjoy these 
advertisements made in 2016 where Sandstone’s 
Mk IV Sherman is featured very prominently.  It is 
so good to see this veteran World War Two 
machine come back with a bang and make such a 
positive contribution to a Heritage programme 75 
years later.

 

Seventy years of Land Rover in 2018. Join us for the 
71st Birthday Party in 2019!

By Dave Richardson

In 1948, The Rover Company's flagship model was 
the Rover P3. Production was limited by the low 
demand for luxury cars post World War Two. 
Another restraint was the shortage of steel which was 
rationed to companies producing goods for export. 

Maurice Wilks, the chief designer for Rover, was 
also a farmer in North Wales and had made use of a 
Willys Jeep on the farm. He decided that he could do 
better than the Jeep and, using some Jeep 
components, produced his own vehicle using the 
Rover P3 engine and gearbox which had the added 
feature of a Power Take Off (PTO) as fitted to 
tractors. 

The prototype was called “Centre Steer” as the 
steering wheel was mounted in the middle of the 
vehicle. Wilks produced a flexible vehicle half way 
between a Jeep and a tractor. As luck had it, his 
brother, Spencer was MD of Rover and soon saw the 
potential of the new vehicle, particularly for the 
lucrative export market. With the restrictions on steel 
the bodywork was made of aluminium/ magnesium 
alloy which cut down major rust issues. Restrictions 
on paint supplies also meant that military surplus 
Army Green was readily available and most early 
Land Rovers are in various shades of this colour. 
When readied for production, the Jeep components 
had been discarded and the steering wheel placed in 
the conventional side position.

The rest, as we know, is history and the Land Rover is 
now regarded as a British Icon.

2018 is the 70th Anniversary of the Land Rover, and 
although our next Stars of Sandstone is in 2019 we 
would like to have a celebration for these outstanding 
vehicles. If you are a Land Rover owner, why not join 
us for a special 71st birthday event?

Sandstone has two Land Rovers in its collection: a 
1951 Series 1 88” which was bought by one of the 
shareholders of Sandstone in 1961. It is in fact, the 
first vehicle taken into the Sandstone Heritage Trust 
collection. Still in original condition, it sees frequent 
use on the farm. The second example is a 1958 Series 
1 107” Station Wagon.  It carries South African 
Police plates as a memory of its role in the TV movie, 
“Madiba”. Also in original condition, it has had a 
minor engine rebuild of late, but still sees extensive 
use at Sandstone.

https://bit.ly/2GSVvoC

The 1958 Series 1 107” Land Rover Station Wagon in the 
Sandstone Collection.

The versatility of the Land Rover is well known and generally 
conversions and mods are unnecessary, but in the UK an 
enterprising gentleman, Frank Rothwell from Oldham in North 
West England, spent 400 hours converting his 50 year old Land 
Rover, Mildred, into a steam powered example. Why? 
“Because it was difficult,” says Frank, who is a pensioner and a 
retired engineer. 

You can see Mildred in action on Youtube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukTjY9qj0Wo
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Over the years we have come to appreciate 
how sound the people were back in the 1800s 
who began to conceive of machinery as labour 
saving devices and as means of transportation 
amongst other things.

Because of a different outlook, much of what 
was produced was done with real style. There 
was something about these engineering 
marvels that looked right. It is not only the 
external features which were very often 
beautiful ly formed,  but  the actual  
mechanisation and working components 
which were in themselves works of art.

We feature here a few examples to 
demonstrate the point. 

Look at the pictures of an inner firebox of an 
NGG13 locomotive being retubed by our 
Bloemfontein workshops (bottom of page). 
Lukas Nel and his team send us regular 
reports, but as Lukas said in a recent 
communication when we pointed out how 
beautiful these images were, “I must admit I 
never ever thought of engineering as art”. 

A further example is a colleague of ours, 
Stephen Wessel, who is recreating from 
scratch World War I aero engines. We are 
obviously taken with the amount of skill 
involved in doing this and we’re excited at the 
prospect of these engines being fitted to 
replicas of bi-planes from that era so that they 
can be flown.  However, it’s evident that they 
are also beautiful in their own right.  They 
become even more charismatic when they 
burst in to life.

Many of our readers have examples of 
engineering that they believe is worthy of the 
title of a work of art, and we would love to hear 
from those readers.

Joseph Mallord William Turner, one of 
Britain's most renowned artists, recognised 
the magic of machinery from an artistic 
perspective.  Perhaps the most famous of 
these is his painting The Fighting Temeraire. 

The 98-gun ship 'Temeraire' played a 
distinguished role in Nelson's victory at the 
Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, after which she 
was known as ‘The Fighting Temeraire'. The 
ship remained in service until 1838 when she 
was decommissioned and towed from 
Sheerness to Rotherhithe to be broken up.

The beautiful old bark is being towed to its 
death by what was then a state-of-the-art 
steam tug, beautifully captured in his painting 
with a magnificent sky as a backdrop.

We believe these are all works of art, but will 
leave it to our readers to ascertain their beauty!

EN G I N EERIN G A S A RT

The Fighting Temeraire (1838) by JMW Turner

The artistry of Lukas Nel 
and his team at

Bloemfontein Steam Workshop

Stephen Wessel’s
masterpiece



S TATI O N A RY EN G I N ES
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There is an item in the Sandstone Stationary Engine 
Museum with a connection to motor racing.

It is the Godiva portable water pump powered by the FW 
(Feather Weight) 38 hp 1020 cc straight-four SOHC engine 
by Coventry Climax. The first of these engines ran in April 
1951.

The history of the Coventry Climax engines dates back to 
1903 and the full history can be found on these two 
websites: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coventry_Climax 
a n d  R u s t o n ' s  R o s e s  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  
http://www.rustonsroses.com/Coventry-Climax.php 

Hundreds of Coventry-Simplex engines were 
manufactured during World War I to be used in generating 
sets for searchlights. After the war, they supplied engines to 
many car manufacturers. With the closure of car maker 
Swift in 1931, the company was left with a stock of engines 
that were converted to drive electric generators, giving the 
company an entry into a new field. The economic problems 
of the 1930s hit the business hard and they diversified into 
the production of water pumping equipment, and the 
"Godiva" was born.

In 1950 (at the time of the Korean war), the specifications 
for fire pumps that the UK Ministry of Defence had set, 
were changed. Army fire pumps had to deliver 35bhp at 
3500rpm, and they had to be very light weight.

The FW 38 hp 1020 cc straight-four SOHC was designed 
by Hassan and Mundy as the motive unit for a portable 
service fire pump which was supplied to the government 
under three contracts, totalling over 150 000 units.

In April 1951, the first 1020cc FW engine was ready. When 
started for the first time, it ran successfully, and easily 
produced 38bhp.

This engine was revolutionary in its lightness, with a bare 
weight of 180 pounds, combined with the maintenance-free 
valve adjustment using shims under an overhead camshaft.

Motor racing teams were very interested in this engine and 
in 1953 the FWA was delivered to the market (the A 
designated Automobile). The block had been bored out, 
bigger pistons were fitted, as were a steel crankshaft and 
twin carbs, alterations to the valves and ports were made 
and the compression ratio was increased. Power output of 
the little fire pump had been increased from 38 to 72bhp at 
6100rpm.

The season of 1954 saw Coventry Climax-powered cars 
winning races. The company found themselves in a 
monopoly situation. Competition mostly used much-
modified Ford and MG units that were expensive and 
unreliable. Leonard Lee did not sell any specials to anyone, 
not even the persuasive Colin Chapman of Lotus. Everyone 
was given an identical engine. Development marched on. 
Compression ratio was increased and later on so many 
changes were made that it was called the Mark II.

The absolute capacity limit for the block was represented 
by the FWB, of which only a few were made. These 
engines, that contained nearly 1500cc, were raced in 1956 
by Coopers. And it was one of these cars that won the 
British Grand Prix of that year. And so it went on!

So now you can see the connection between the fire pump 
in the Sandstone Heritage Trust collection and Motor 
racing! 

 

Should any reader have photos of similar engine pump units, 
please feel free to share with me at danie.pretorius@telkomsa.net

Typical 1950s British Racer with 1.5 litre Coventry Climax engine



KLIPDALE STAALWERKE
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Recently a group of volunteers went along to 
Klipdale to assist Keith Wetmore and a team 
from Somerset Timbers to offload and loosely 
assemble two old wood-saws which we plan 
to set up and demonstrate sawing logs into 
planks. Who knows, it could lead to an 
industry there, maybe wagon-building or at 
least repair, with the right people? 

The older saw is an 'old American' 
reciprocating 'edger' for squaring-off logs, but 
it can also be used to make planks. It was 
donated many years ago, and Keith and his 
clever people at Somerset Timbers mounted it 
on a trailer and took it to veteran tractor shows. 
The trailer has been dismantled and we plan to 
fix it down inside Sandstone Heritage Trust's 
Klipdale Yster- en Staalwerke shed. The other 
is a massive band-saw of Japanese make 
which will be ideal for making planks out of 
the squared-off logs. We have been planning 
this operation for weeks, cleaning up the 
equipment, some of it was in the scrapyard at 
Somerset Timbers, doing some free-ing off, 
and loading all the parts and a forklift on to 
two Somerset Timbers lorries.

While they were busy, another activity was 
going on, in continuation of the gradual 
waking-up of the machine tools in the main 
workshop. Stephen is in charge of getting the 
feed mechanism of the Globe Engineering 
Planer straightened out and operating 
automatically, so he and some of the 
volunteers, Horst and Philip Taylor 
dismantled, squared-up, cleaned and re-
assembled until the cross feed was working. 
There is still a hitch with the vertical slide 
which Stephen will look into this coming 
Thursday. Meanwhile, Gavin and Louis got 
the mechanical hacksaw going! It's going to 
need some bushes made, but it was great to see 
another machine tool 'wake up'! 

Oom Nico organised a braai for lunch and we 
all ate well! A big thankyou to Keith and his 
team as well as our talented Cape volunteer 
group.

Sandstone’s Western Cape 
outreach programme

Here the Edger and all its bits and pieces are laid out more or less how 
they must be assembled. The Daimler Benz engine is in place behind.

Professor Doreen Atkinson, from the Nelson 
Mandela University in Port Elizabeth, 
brought a party of nine to specifically enjoy an 
ox wagon ride in celebration of two of the 
party members' birthdays. 

This was a memorable day for all of the group, 
especially for the younger generation to see 
the Afrikaners in-spanned and experience 
times gone by.

S A N D S TO N E V I S ITO RS 
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THE SANDSTONE TEAM Gert Jubileus 

Raymond Hohls

Chris Wilson 
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Leigh Sanders / Alina Halafu T: +27(0)51 933 2235

Dave Richardson  |  

Claire at Eschie Graffix
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Please click on the logo to visit the
Stars of Sandstone website

Event Matters & Newsletter Editor:

Newsletter Production:

Curator, Narrow Gauge Railway:

Curator, Military Collection:

Curator, Agricultural Heritage:

International Enquiries:

South African Enquiries:

From all of us at Stars’19 — that’s all for now! 

@SandstoneHerit @SandstoneEstates

International Stars of Sandstone 2019 News: page 14

Gert Jubileus at the Sandstone Railway 
Running Shed produces an outstanding 
technical bulletin every fortnight or so, 
covering the work that they do. Since our last 
newsletter, Gert has published the following 
Steam Reports: 

23 January 2018: https://bit.ly/2Gxgc9Y 
19 February 2018: https://bit.ly/2q4BwIU 
14 March 2018: https://bit.ly/2q3WxV3

With regard to the Stars 2019 event, 
the following links are pertinent:

On IOL: https://bit.ly/2GxAvQH 

On Business Events Africa: 
https://bit.ly/2IsExKM 

On SA The Good News: 
https://bit.ly/2q6rB6z

On Aviation Direct: https://bit.ly/2GxhePk

On 8C: https://bit.ly/2q65qNK

By Publicist Tilly Dix: 
https://bit.ly/2GwtiEx

And from the USA Trains and Travel 
International: https://bit.ly/2uLvEKg

Preserving the best of the Past for the Future

M ED IA LI N K S 

gertj@sandstone.co.za  |  T: +27(0)82 811 0254

raymondh@sandstone.co.za  |  T: +27(0)82 990 5640

chrisw@sandstone.co.za  |  T: +27(0)84 556 1117

tourism@sandstone.co.za  |  T: +44(0)1747 820499

leighs@sandstone.co.za  |  alinah@sandstone.co.za 

  The back page Gallery sports an aerial 
image of Hoekfontein Station (with its 
distinctive blue roof) and the Sandstone 

Main Complex. 
Our wild animals are, of course, 

our pride and joy!

Lastly, speckled sugar beans ripening 
in the company of cosmos.

 Beauty and purpose combined. 
The Sandstone way.
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