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The Director of Sandstone Estates, Wilfred Mole, invited
us to come and help display and work his small but growing
Caterpillar collection, which forms a part of his very large

~and extensive collection of some 2,500 vintage items,
. including cars, trucks, farm tractors, military vehicles and
" tanks, stationary and traction steam engines, and a very
extensive railway collection of steam and diesel engines
with over 200 items of rolling stock. The very large vintage
display is housed in over 60 sheds as well as 26kms of 2’
gauge private railway.

A unique feature in these displays is the impressive team
of 36 Afrikaner Oxen pulling an oxwagon, which dates back
to the 1800s. All the oxen are bred and trained on the Estate.

Our flight arrived in Johannesburg at 4am, and we
| departed about 5.30am for Ficksburg, adjacent to the
Lesotho border. It was a 3.75 hour drive down one of the
most pot-holey roads I've been on, and we almost felt the
need to sound the horn constantly before entering some of

he largest span of oxen ever in-spanned in the
1ld, appears to have been 34 during the Anglo Boe

the potholes to frighten off the wildlife hiding in there - we
were warned to be careful if we only saw ears sticking out, |

as they could be those of a Giraffe!

We finally arrived at Sandstone Estates which is a
composition of approximately 20,000 acres of both scenic and
very fertile farm country, and spent our first day with other
volunteers and Estate staff preparing the working displays
in readiness for the 10-day rally. We fitted new batteries
and fresh fuel to vehieles, fathomed out the various starting
systems and gear boxes as we went, emptied sheds and lined
everything up in the field, thankful all along that everyone
spoke English as well as Afrikaans.

The Caterpillar collection comprised 1 x D7G bulldozer, 2 |
x 621A scrapers, a No. 12 grader, a 212 grader, a D8H 46A |

bulldozer (under repair), a D4 6U crawler, a THIRTY crawler,
and a D2 3J, as well as a 1920 tail seat BEST SIXTY. There |
were also Fordson, Field Marshall, International, Lanz, and |

Massey Ferguson crawlers.

the property roads where the other mobile
plant and vehicles travelled as an interactive
display for the visiting public.

for sale. It was only some 40kms away, and
not being ones to miss an opportunity, we
headed off, admiring the vista of the Veldt,

Apart from Caterpillar, there is
a wide variety of tracked agricultural
machinery on the farm.
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During the course of the rally, a member of
the visiting public approached the members |
of the Caterpillar team to see if we were |
interested in viewing the D8 his father had

Each day, we did a working display of the |
D7G, 621A and No. 12, making an obstacle
course for the military vehicles, and grading

e



and more of the rich and extensive farmland as we travelled.

We duly arrived and were told that somewhere in the
middle of a 90 hectare corn crop that was nearly ready
for harvest, there was a D8. Walking through a 7 tall corn

- crop we had a real sense of what it was like to roam the tall

- Savannah grasslands. Eventually, we found the very nice

- Cat D8H 68A 270hp tractor that had been parked up for

 three years. We returned to Sandstone with photos in hand,
at which Wilfred immediately said that he would acquire it
for his collection.

There were many highlights during the rally for us including
our accommodation, a nice cottage on the Estate, which was

- superb, and a dining room with fantastic food and a well-
stocked bar, where the volunteers (numbering approximately
50 from South Africa, Britain, and Australia) gathered in the

. evening that led to the sharing of many interesting stories,
and the opportunity to fraternise with the friendly staff and

- locals in this most jovial atmosphere.

Another highlight was to discover the 1920 BEST
SIXTY which had not run for a
few years. After two days, we
eventually managed to get it
running, although it still needs
some further attention. For
Caterpillar aficionados, it is a
collector’s dream to own and
was the envy of those without

| such a tractor.

. Like always, all good things

come to an end and we sadly

- departed with one long, last

. nostalgiclook over our shoulders. |

- We travelled home with so many [
fantastic memories of this rally @

Alittle boy's dream.
The organiser’s Grandson,
Sebastian, having the
experience of a lifetime.

and a private collection the like of which we had never seen
before. We now have so many new friends to email and share
information with in the future.

We extend our gratitude to Wilfred for the invitation and
opportunity to attend, participate and play with his many
classic heritage items, and be looked after so well. Our return
journey took us west through Bloemfontein to Kimberly; to
include a visit to the ‘Big Hole’ diamond mine, and then back
to Johannesburg. This time, the roads we travelled on were
very good, with an absence of potholes, which allowed for
120kms per hour, and were well aligned for easy driving.

The big questionnow s, will there be another rally in two years
in 2021? We certainly hope so and look forward to attending
again. We would suggest that if you are interested in seeing a
fantasticvintage collection thatyou can interactwith it, then you
should mark it down on your calendar.

*Neil Clydsdale ;

The D8H about to join the Sandstone collection.
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